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Containing the addresses delivered at a 
dinner on January 2, 1934, commemorating 
one hundred years of work in China 


The World Influence of the Bible Societies . John R. Mott 
A Century of Service in China Eric M. North 
What the Bible Brings to a Chinese Christian . 7. Z. Koo 


Also the letter from Canton, dated November 7, 1831, which prompted 
the beginning of the American Bible Society’s service in China 
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One Hundred Years in China 


HIS issue of the Recorp is devoted to the 
Society's observance of the conclusion of 
a century of work in China. 

During 1933, there was held throughout 
China a series of celebrations, which reached 
into thirteen provinces, touching more than 
thirty cities, with thousands of persons partici- 
pating. Perhaps the most conspicuous indi- 
vidual sharing in these memorable meetings was 
General Chang Chih-kiang, who spoke scores 
of times and traveled literally thousands of 
miles while so engaged. 

The list of speakers in the many mass meet- 
ings included college presidents and chancellors 


The program, in every detail, was in keeping 
with the significance of a century of Bible serv- 
ice. From the opening hymn, “Joy to the 
world,” sung by a gifted double quartette, to 
the concluding prayer and benediction in Chi- 
nese, by Dr. Herman C. C. Liu, president of 
Shanghai University,—a continuous reverent 
dignity indicated a full appreciation of the 
meaning of the occasion. 

After commenting briefly on the Society’s 
missionary character, the early awakening of 
the Society’s interest in China, and some of the 
significant events of the century, the President 
of the Society, Mr. J. Frederick Talcott, intro- 


CENTENNIAL DINNER IN THE HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA, NEW YORK CITY, JANUARY 2, 1934 


More than 200 guests attended this dinner, 
during 1933, At the speakers’ table, left to right: Dr. 
Dr L.) Zi Koo; 


and professors; men prominent in government 
and civic affairs; editors, pastors, and evan- 
gelists,—all of whom represented a remarkably 
inclusive list of churches and religious agencies. 

As a fitting climax to this truly impressive 
series of Chinese celebrations, a dinner was 
held in New York City on the evening of Tues- 
day, January 2, at the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
where more than 200 friends of the Society 
gathered in their commemoration of one hun- 
dred years of ministry to the people of China. 


Secretary North, 


which concluded a series of many gatherings held throughout China 
Herman C, C. Liu, Dr, 


John R. Mott, President Talcott, 


and Dr. Wm, I, Chamberlain, 


duced as toastmaster Dr. John R. Mott, one of 
the Society’s Vice Presidents. In an effective 
address, Dr. Mott cited certain qualities of the 
Scriptures, relating them to the world-wide 
ministry of the Bible Societies. 

Before introducing the next speaker, Dr. 
Mott read two communications,—the first from 
His Excellency the Chinese Minister to the 
United States, who, after expressing his regret 
at being unable to leave Washington to attend 
the dinner, stated: “I take this opportunity to 
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CHINA, JULY 2, 1933 


One of the many gatherings held throughout China during 1933 in more than thirty cities and reaching 
into thirteen provinces, with many thousands of persons participating. 


extend to the American Bible Society my 
hearty congratulations upon the completion of 
a century of useful service. The translation of 
the Bible into the principal dialects of China is 
a stupendous task, of which the Society may 
well be proud. This is a work that has con- 
tributed in no small measure to a better under- 
standing between the East and the West.” 
The second communication was from the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, ex- 
pressing its cordial greeting and good wishes 
in the following formal action: “The Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions extends its 
heartiest felicitations to the American Bible So- 
ciety upon its hundred years of eminent service 
in China. The Board rejoices in the far-reach- 
ing influence of the propagation of the gospel 
through the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are the foundation and inspiration 
of all Christian missions, and prays that this 
essential service rendered by the Society may 
continue with ever enlarging effectiveness.” 
Dr. Mott stated that other mission boards 
would doubtless have taken similar action and 
sent equally expressive greetings, had a greater 
interval of time elapsed between the mailing of 
the invitations and the anniversary occasion. 
Secretary North, being introduced, read cer- 
tain paragraphs from the original letter sent 


from Canton on November 7, 1831, by the first 
American missionary to China, the Rev. Elijah 
C. Bridgman, in which the Society’s “prayers 
and charities” were earnestly requested. Dr. 
North sketched the activities of the Society in 
China through the hundred years following the 
appropriation of $3,000 in 1833. 

The concluding address by Dr. T. Z. Koo, 
associated with the World Student Christian 
Federation, was a telling analysis of the various 
effects the Scriptures are having upon the peo- 
ple of China. 

Missionary hymns at intervals by the Youth’s 
Glee Club, which sings on Sunday afternoons 
during Dr. Poling’s radio hour, added greatly 
to the spiritual tone of the program; and a 
most interesting feature of the evening was the 
rendition of several musical numbers by Dr. 
Koo on his Chinese bamboo flute—an instru- 
ment which he stated is one of two articles he 
invariably carries with him on his travels, the 
other being a New Testament in English. At 
the speakers’ table there was displayed a copy 
of the first complete Chinese Bible to reach 
America, translated by Robert Morrison and 
received by the American Bible Society in 1823. 

Because of a widely and earnestly expressed 
desire to have the various addresses available, 
they are printed in full in this issue. 


February 1934 


Biste Society ReEcorp Zi 


The World Influence of the Bible Societies 


By John R. Mott, LL.D. 


A Vice President of the Society since 1915, the Christian missionary enterprise has known Dr. 


Mott as a leader ever since his student days. 


Because of his numerous journeys, including four 


trips around the world and constant contacts with the life of many nations, Dr. Mott is fitted as 

none else to appraise the influence of the Bible Societies throughout the world. He is chairman 

of the International Missionary Council, and is shortly to visit Africa for conferences in South 
Africa and the Congo. 


HAVE received honors from 

many nations; but there is no 
honor I treasure more highly than 
that of being one of the Vice Presi- 
dents of the American Bible Society, 
and likewise of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society. 

There has been a certain advantage 
in moving over the world during such 
a long period of one’s life. I have 
been engaged in these journeys almost 
ceaselessly now for over forty-five 
years, thus visiting various parts of the 
world again andagain. I repeat, there has beena 
certain advantage, because it has enabled one to 
observe the trends, to study the contrasts, to in- 
vestigate the working of the law of progress, 
and also, I am sorry to say, the law of retro- 
gression. With this as a background, I have 
formed an unshakable conviction concerning 
the central place held by these great Bible So- 
cieties, and particularly the one under the aus- 
pices of which we meet tonight. I agree with 
the Chairman that the work of the Bible So- 
ciety is virtually only another language for 
speaking of the world mission of Christianity. 
These great streams blend at the present dinner 
meeting. They are in a sense identical. 

No one could have traveled over the world 
as I have done, without coming out from the 
world-wide exposure a profound believer in the 
providential work and mission of the American 
Bible Society. I have been impressed by its 
universality. First and last, I have visited 
sixty-six different countries. I have found the 
work of this Society, or its sister society or 
both, in evidence in all these nations; and [I 
fancy I might have gone to sixty-six more and 
found it in them likewise the great permeating 
and transforming influence. 

Even more have I been impressed by the 
catholicity of the work of the Bible Society. 
It has shown marvelous adaptability to the wide 
gamut of expressions of our great, all-embrac- 
ing Christianity. It finds itself at home and 
highly efficient in every one of the fields served 
by the three hundred Protestant foreign mis- 
sionary societies. On one of my recent jour- 
neys I visited virtually all the Eastern Ortho- 
dox countries—countries including the churches 
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of Russia, Greece, Roumania, Bul- 
garia, Jugoslavia, Armenia; also the 
lands of the Coptic Church, the Syrian 
Church, and other Eastern church 
communities. I found the work of 
the Bible Societies had permeated 
these countries, and it is welcomed in- 
creasingly by these various Christian 
communities. Contrary to the impres- 
sion of many, I found that their in- 
fluence has been profound in the 
Roman Catholic countries. A genera- 
tion ago, this would have seemed in- 
credible; but I can bear testimony from first- 
hand knowledge to the reality of this influence. 

The basic importance of the work of the 
Bible Society must also be recognized by every 
discerning traveler. There is not an agency 
employed in the foreign and the home mission- 
ary enterprise today the fruitfulness and power 
of which do not depend upon the presence and 
efficient working of the Bible Society and its 
representatives. Therefore, I say this is funda- 
mental to everything which we have most at 
heart tonight when we think of the world-wide 
mission of Christianity. 

Moreover, I am reminded of the apologetic 
value of the present-day working of the Bible 
Society. You and I properly value the ancient 
evidences of our faith. In my judgment, never 
did we need to stress them more than we do in 
the face of shifting foundations in the years 
through which we are now passing. But, hav- 
ing said that, let me add that it is my profound 
conviction that we need quite as much present- 
day evidences of the reality and wonder-work- 
ing power of a superhuman religion. I know 
of no evidence that I would tonight bracket 
with the present-day influence, observable by 
every open-minded and honest man, of the im- 
press of the Bible in the various areas of human 
need throughout the world. We do not begin 
to make as much of this apologetic as we 
should. 

I think of this great work likewise as the lit- 
erature of victories. Some of the most inspir- 
ing triumphs I have witnessed are those in the 
pathway of the introduction, the reading, the 
study, the interpretation, the emphasis of these 
marvelous writings. Yes, profound is that im- 
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pression, and again I say we do not begin to 
make as much of it as we should. 

The momentum of achievement acquired by 
the Bible Society is also truly notable. To one 
revisiting these countries from time to time, 
this point takes on added meaning. When you 
stop and think of it, momentum is priceless. 
When we have acquired it, how we should press 
the advantage it affords! The work of the 
Bible Societies, with their expanding circula- 
tion all over the map, represents a rising tide 
of spirituality. It is always wise to take ad- 
vantage of such a tide. Again, I am reminded, 


as I think of the work of the Bible Societies, . 


of the enduring character of their service. 
How many other methods have been employed, 
and how many agencies utilized which are now 
out of date, or have lost their relevancy and 
power! Not so the activities of these agencies. 
Wherever there is wise guidance, they seem to 
go from strength to strength. We recognize 
their enduring character, when we remember 
that they deal with the indestructible nature of 
men. The sacred writings take us right into 
the presence, and facilitate the manifestation, of 
the One who is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Other things are evanescent. This is 
the work that never dies. 

De Quincey said that all literature is divided 
into the literature of knowledge and the litera- 
ture of power. The Bible constitutes preemi- 
nently the literature of power. I am not a 
mystic. I wish I were more so. I certainly 
am not superstitious; but, how often I have 
observed that this literature, when intelligently 
studied, expounded, and applied, seems to vi- 
brate with a power not of this world! You 
ask, What kind of power? Well, power to 
shake conscience; to make conscience afraid; 
perchance, at times, to create conscience. On 
my trip down in South America, I put the ques- 
tion to a group of students, “What is the great- 
est obstacle to Christianity?’ One of them 
quickly replied, “The Ten Commandments” ;— 
by which he meant that these Commandments, 
expounded and applied, shake conscience, create 
conviction of sin, and necessitate radical 
changes. Moreover, they help to keep con- 
science sensitive and responsive. In fact, I find 
that, when I am where there is the greatest re- 
sponsiveness to duty and high idealism, I am 
where there has been the most faithful applica- 
tion as well as interpretation and acceptance of 
these sacred writings. 

The Bible has power to energize the will. 
Was it not Huxley who said that the object of 
all education is to enable a man to do what he 
ought to do when he knows he ought to do it? 
In other words, it is these writings that seem 
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to be the medium through which are conveyed 
the impulses enabling men to take the step be- 
tween knowing duty and doing duty. In one 
of my student evangelistic campaigns in Aus- 
tralia, a Jewess student made this striking re- 
mark to me after one of my addresses: “These 
writings not only hold up high ideals to me, 
and afford teachings that my reason accepts, 
but they also make me want to obey them.” 
That is, they communicate divine impulses as 
well as persuasion of mind, moving of the 
heart, and kindling of imagination; yes, power 
to energize the will from palsy into high ef- 
ficiency. 

The Bible also has power to vitalize. “Every- 
thing shall prosper whithersoever this river 
floweth.” How true I have found this saying! 
The most beneficent work among men is always 
where this stream is flowing forth with free- 
dom and purity. Emerson, in speaking of the 
writings of Montaigne, said, “They are vascu- 
lar: cut them, and they will bleed.” How 
much more aptly we might apply the words to 
the Christian Scriptures! “Thy words are 
spirit, and they are vitality.” 

Let it be emphasized that the Bible liberates 
power to transform. I count among my friends 
thousands of men and women who once were 
in the clutches of evil habit, but today are free 
men and women; who once were stained and 
scarred, but now are the beauty that is in the 
earth; who once were without life, but today 
are themselves the conductors of life. Think 
also of the transformation of communities. My 
summer home is in the province of Quebec. I 
have had an opportunity to know at first hand 
the villages of Quebec; and they are not with- 
out some very pleasing aspects. But, when I 
contrast these villages with the little village of 
Oberammergau, that I have visited now four 
times—every ten years—to see the passion 
play,—I have been profoundly impressed by 
the marked difference. In one case, the Scrip- 
tures are not opened and expounded; in the 
other, the people are saturated with Scripture 
truth, and stimulated and guided to understand 
and illustrate this vital truth, not simply in a 
few busy months every ten years, hut in the 
interim periods. 

It is a striking phenomenon, that the transla- 
tion and expounding of the Scriptures even 
transforms languages. Within a few weeks, I 
am to visit the heart of Africa. There I shall 
hear some languages virtually purified by the 
Scriptures. When this story of the influence 
of the Bible on languages is adequately written, 
in itself it will constitute a fascinating and con- 
vincing apologetic. 

The Scriptures everywhere communicate im- 
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pulses to unselfishness. I make bold to say, 
that the plan of world-wide missions would not 
be in existence, had it not been for these writ- 
ings and the realities they reflect. The initial 
impulse came through these writings and what 
led to these writings. And—what is more sig- 
nificant in some respects—the continuing pas- 
sion for the spreading of the kingdom of God 
up and down the inhabited earth is maintained 
by the circulation, the exposition, and the as- 
similation of the Scriptures. 

In view of the present-day startling develop- 
ment of divisive influences among nations, 
races, and economic groups, it is well to remind 
ourselves of the marvelous power of the Bible 
as a unifying force. In the course of two of 
my relatively recent world journeys, I had oc- 
casion to visit all the Buddhist countries— 
Japan, Korea, China, Siam, the Dutch Indies, 
Ceylon, and India. In my intercourse with re- 
ligious leaders and scholars of this faith, I 
raised the question as to what contribution 
Buddhism was in a position to render calcu- 
lated to help bridge the chasms between the 
various divided groups of mankind. I was 
amazed to find that they had no adequate teach- 
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ings or constructive program which they were 
prepared to bring forward to meet this ad- 
nutted need. I had similar experience in con- 
versations with teachers and holy men of Hin- 
duism. It was borne in upon me as never be- 
fore, that this great religion, with its countless 
castes and with its general attitude toward 
what they tragically speak of as “untouchables,” 
and, in some parts, as ““unapproachables,” utterly 
lacks the ideals, practices, and power which can 
draw together races and other groups arrayed 
against each other. In my contact with the 
various Mohammedan countries of the world, 
I came to see clearly that a religion which con- 
demns all womankind to an inferior position in 
this world and in the life to come, from the 
very nature of the case wants the needed power 
to unite mankind. In contrast with these and 
other non-Christian faiths and the forces of ir- 
religion and secularism, stand out as a door of 
hope and a compelling assurance the gospel and 
program of pure Christianity as set forth in 
our Sacred Scriptures. It is my unshakable 
conviction, that in Christ and in him only will 
not only be discovered, but likewise be realized, 
the unity of the human race. 


A Century of Service in China 


By Secretary Eric M. North 


HOLD in my hand the original 
letter written from Canton, China, 
November 7, 1831, by the Rev. Elijah 
C. Bridgman, the first American mis- 
sionary to China. After comparing 
spiritual conditions in China to Eze- 
kiel’s vision of the valley of dry 
bones, and, in a great sweep of de- 
scription, pointing out that China in- 
cludes one-third of the human race, 
he turns to the power and responsi- 
bility of the followers of Christ. Per- 
haps, in our own day, we need his 
challenge! “We feel ourselves alike impelled 
and encouraged to ask for the interposition 
of the American Bible Society. We ask for 
their prayers and their charities. Our voice 
is indeed distant and feeble; but the cry of 
these millions, like the slain in Ezekiel’s vision, 
reaches up to heaven. It must, too, be heard on 
earth; and what answer shall be given?” 
This century of service is part of the answer. 
For the first third of the century the work 
was carried on almost solely by the mission- 
aries themselves. They translated and pub- 
lished the Scriptures and, by their own efforts, 
distributed them free of cost. The Society fur- 
nished the funds. 
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Then, in a short time, two funda- 
mental changes took place. The out- 
reach of the missionary was very 
greatly extended by the large use of 
colporteurs—the men with the pack 
who go from village to village and 
from house to house, persuading 
those whom they meet to buy the 
priceless truth. The second measure 
was the adoption of the principle of 
sale rather than of free distribution 
—not only conserving resources and 
avoiding waste, but carrying an as- 
surance that the books were worthy of per- 
sonal investment. Since full costs were far 
above the capacity of the people to pay, prices 
were fixed—and still are—far below manufac- 
turing cost, and the loss has been borne by the 
Society. These principles of method have been 
supplemented in the last twenty years by that 
of voluntary distribution, in which the aid of 
churches and parishes is enlisted in the sale of 
Scriptures in their own towns and nearby vil- 
lages. 

A further change was the establishment, in 
1875, of the Society’s own Agency for the su- 
pervision of the work. This soon resulted in 
the transfer to the Agency of the whole of the 
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work of publication, much of the collaboration 
with the translators, the direct supervision of a 
large proportion of the colportage, and all the 
manifold elements of organization and admin- 
istration that must be carried on. Now there 
are five great subagencies—North, East, South, 
Central, and West. One of them—that at 
Peiping—has more than once exceeded a dis- 
tribution of a million copies in a year. 

At one point in his letter Mr. Bridgman 
states that, a few years before he went to 
China, Christians, as if to exculpate themselves 
for their neglect of their missionary responsi- 
bility, debated the question whether the Bible 
could be translated into Chinese. Again the 
century is the answer. In the production and 
publication of the translations of the Chinese 
Scriptures, the Society has shared in the coop- 
eration with mission boards, missionaries, Chi- 
nese scholars, and with the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and the National Bible Society 
of Scotland. A rapid review of the decade 
shows the Society to have published or sub- 
sidized in whole or in part six versions in 
Wenli, seven in Mandarin, and various versions 
in nine colloquial dialects, not including edi- 
tions in roman letters and editions for the 
blind. Seven colloquial dialects received their 
first Scriptures from the Society. The first 
reference Bible in Chinese—that of Bishop 
Schereschewsky—was issued by the Society in 
1908. 

Bishop Schereschewsky was one of the pio- 
neers to break away, in 1861, from the purely 
literary or Wenli forms of Chinese, and to 
undertake translation into the Mandarin or 
common language. He had perceived, as did 
Tyndale, “that it was impossible to stablysh the 
lay people in any truth except that Scripture 
were playnly layde before their eyes in their 
mother tonge.” This Lithuanian Jew, who 
became an American Protestant Episcopal 
bishop in China, not only shared in the New 
Testament translation, but himself translated 
the Old Testament into Mandarin, and the en- 
tire Bible into a simple Wenli. The whole of 
the latter work and part of his revision of the 
former were done, while his hands were too 
paralyzed to hold a pen, by tapping out the 
roman letter equivalents with two fingers on a 
typewriter. The Society is proud to have been 
the publisher of his translations. 

Jointly with the British and Scotch Societies, 
the Society supported the great Union versions 
in Wenli issued in 1919, in Mandarin also is- 
sued in 1919, and in Canton Colloquial in 1926, 
—each of them representing many years of 
work by separate committees. I well remem- 
ber seeing the Mandarin Union committee at 
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work in Dr. Goodrich’s fascinating home in 
Peking, in 1914. About the table were Dr. 
Goodrich, who was chairman, Dr. Spencer 
Lewis, the Rev. F. W. Baller, the Rev. E. E. 
Aiken, and their four Chinese colleagues. They 
had been at work for sixteen years, and were 
to require five years more to finish their task. 
I am still impressed with the thoughtful de- 
liberation of free minds with which these 
Olympians discussed and concluded the trans- 
lation of the last verse of Isaiah 59. One of 
the achievements of the century is to have 
shared in the production of these monumental 
and noble books through which the spirit of 
God is seeking the hearts of men. 

These translations and others in many edi- 
tions and forms have been distributed by the 
Society through the colporteurs, the mission- 
aries, and voluntary helpers. It is thus that the 
circulation of the century has been brought 
about—a total for the Society for all China of 
some 69,690,000 volumes of Scriptures, of 
which some 439,000 were Bibles, 1,944,000 
were Testaments, and over 67,000,000 were 
portions, single books, almost entirely Gospels. 
These have gone all over China,—from Canton 
in the south to Mukden in the north; from 
Shanghai in the east to the far borders of 
Tibet; among the mountain tribes in the west- 
ern passes that you read about in the geographic 
magazines; among the boat-dwellers on the 
rivers; in the newer industrial cities, and 
among the hundreds of thousands of farm vil- 
lages. 

Here, indeed, we should pause to pay tribute 
to the pioneers,—such as Morrison and Bridg- 
man;—to the patient drudgery and inspired 
minds of the translators through whom “the 
sword of the Spirit was made sharp” in Chinese. 
We pay tribute to the organizers, the secre- 
taries of the Agencies; to Luther H. Gulick, 
the first agent; to L. M. Wheeler; to John R. 
Hykes, twenty-eight years agent; and to Carle- 
ton Lacy, whose twelve years of administration 
so far have surpassed in circulation the eighty- 
eight years preceding. We pay tribute to the 
subagency secretaries,—such as W. C. Hooker, 
who lost his life in the service; and to W. S. 
Strong, who pioneered in the passes of West 
China and built up the circulation in North 
China to its splendid heights. We pay tribute 
to thousands of missionaries, by whose coopera- 
tion in hundreds of centers the work was 
guided and stimulated and carried on. We pay 
tribute to tens of thousands of Chinese asso- | 
ciates,—colporteurs, pastors, scholars, Bible- | 
women, volunteer workers, clerks, and coolies ; | 
to Chinese of means who have bought thou- 
sands of copies to give to their friends; to Chi- 
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nese of meager resources who have put them- 
selves into the work. 

Friends, this work is not done without sacri- 
fices. A little less than four hundred years ago, 
William Tyndale was strangled and burned for 
his efforts to give the English-speaking people 
the Scriptures in their own tongue. Thirty- 
three years ago, during the Boxer rebellion, 
eighteen colporteurs were summoned to the 
Agent’s office and warned of the risks of their 
work and sent into the less disturbed areas. 
They said, “We go. God’s will be done.” Over 
the unknown martyrs’ graves of fourteen, and 
of many others elsewhere, it could be written: 
“Slain for the Word of God and for the testi- 
mony which they held.” They walk the streets 
of heaven with William Tyndale. 

We are here, however, not to erect a me- 
morial monument, but a milestone. The road 
still stretches far before us. But, in a sense, it 
is a new road. The signs of that are already 
here. There have been celebrations of this cen- 
tenary in more than a score of China’s cities: 
at Ichang and Chungking far up the Yangtze; 
in the Wuhan cities, and several centers in 
Hunan; at Nanchang, Kiukiang, Foochow, 
Hongkong, Canton, Amoy, Kaifeng, Taiyuan, 
Peiping, Tientsin, Nanking, and, by now, in 
Shanghai. The throngs attending have sur- 
prised the committees in charge; in the Wuhan 
cities, the four main meetings brought out over 
3,200 people; and there were eight other meet- 
ings. In several cities, pageants and exhibits 
have been held. Many prominent persons have 
spoken at these meetings,—such as General 
Chang Chih-kiang, Chancellor Wu Lei-chuan, 
Dr. R. Y. Lo. At the Nanking meeting, ban- 
ners of congratulation were sent by prominent 
ministers of government,—such as C. T. Wang 
and Sun Fo. A telegram was received from 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, whose father, in ad- 
dition to printing the writings of Sun Yat-sen, 
printed thousands of Gospels for us. 

It is in these meetings that the foundations 
are being laid for the new era of Bible Society 
work in China. In 1932, at a conference of the 
British, the Scottish and the American Societies 
in London, the Societies agreed to work to- 
gether with a view to encouraging the forma- 
tion of a China Bible Society, deeply rooted in 
the life of the Chinese Church and the nation, 
and sharing in the world-wide work. To this 
end, the formation of an advisory council was 
authorized. 

Not only has that advisory council been cre- 
ated, but the British and American Societies 
have already started the amalgamation of their 
operations. In West China, a single subagent 
now serves both; in Central China, the two 
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separate offices have been completely merged; 
in Tientsin, an American subagent is substi- 
tuting for a British colleague; in South China, 
the American agent of the British Society will 
soon serve a unified enterprise; in Shanghai, 
the advisory committee is at work on the merger 
of the offices there. The editorial forces and 
periodicals of the three Societies have been 
combined. Please God, we may soon write on 
that centennial milestone: “Here three great 
Bible Societies merged their identities for the 
greater glory of God and the advancement of 
his Word.” 

But, this is not all. In South China, there 
has been, prophetically, a local Chinese Bible 
Society for several years. Now there is in 
formation a local society in Central China. 
Others are germinating. All will be looking to 
the advisory council in Shanghai for guidance, 
and to the future when they shall become aux- 
iliaries of a great national Bible Society of 
China. 

How soon that will be no one knows. But, 
it is to that outcome that the American Bible 
Society looks in every land where it is at work. 
Then it shall be our function to assist them in 
their and our prodigious task. ‘We. shall 
hope,” said Pastor Shen Wen-ching at Han- 
kow, “by the end of another century to have 
put the Bible in every home in China, and to 
have given every Chinese an opportunity to 
read these Scriptures for himself.” Not even 
in America have we reached that goal; and, in 
China, the combined issues of the three Bible 
Societies in the whole century and more do not 
equal one half of the present population of 
China. Even the current annual distribution 
would require forty years to equal numerically 
the population of China, and not two percent 
of that distribution would be whole Bibles and 
whole Testaments. 

Therefore, however valiant a new Chinese 
Bible Society may be,—and we know they will 
be valiant even though the Christians in China 
are outnumbered 125 to 1,—we of the West 
must put ourselves shoulder to shoulder with 
them. Here and there and in every land where 
we work, we must give this book its chance to 
make and maintain its relentless pressure 
against every evil and shameless thing; against 
every item of man’s inhumanity to man; 
against the evil without and the sin within ;— 
that humanity’s weakness and failure may be 
transformed into the glorious stature of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Again we hear the words of Elijah Bridg- 
man: “The cry of the millions reaches up to 
heaven. It must, too, be heard on earth; and 
what answer shall be given?” 
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What the Bible Brings to a Chinese Christian 


By Dre Zn s00 


Dr. T. Z. Koo, whose home is in Peiping, China, has been for several years closely identified 

with the Christian Student Movement, not only in China, but throughout the world. He 1s 

everywhere prised for his lucid and penetrating Christian thinking, whether it be in addressing 

the Opium Conference of the League of Nations or in the intimate conferences of groups of 
students both in the East and in the West. 


WOULD like to take the 

remaining time at our dis- 
posal tonight to bring you some 
account of the contribution that 
the Christian religion has 
brought into Chinese life, as 
seen through the eyes of a Chi- 
nese Christian. I suppose, espe- 
cially as you attend missionary 
conferences here and there, you 
have been told of the excellent 
work that the Christian religion 
has done in China through its 
colleges. We have at our table 
Dr. Herman Liu, president of 
Shanghai University, a mission 
institution. You have heard of 
the good work done through the 
mission hospitals, through the 
churches, and through the other 
Christian benevolent institutions of one kind or 
another. Therefore, I am not going to repeat 
the good things that the Christian religion has 
already brought to China through those agen- 
cies. It is rather my wish to try and share with 
you some of my own more personal readings 
of the meaning of the Christian religion and its 
contribution to Chinese life at the present mo- 
ment. 

The first great contribution of the Christian 
religion to my country at the present time will 
be appreciated, if I were to give you first of all 
a little touch of the background of our culture 
for many hundreds of years. Chinese culture 
you have heard described as being predomi- 
nantly humanistic. 

Now, just what do people mean when they 
describe our culture as being humanistic? Very 
briefly put, if you go back to the books of 
Confucius and to the teachings of his particular 
school of thought, you come across something 
like this: Confucius did not deny that, in this 
universe, there is spirit or God, as we would say. 
But he did say that such a spirit is so far away 
from us, why waste time speculating about the 
nature of the spirit? You will never know 
very much about him. Therefore, the more 
reasonable thing to do is to take your time and 
learn how to live rightly with your fellowmen. 
Tf you do that, you have done your duty. And, 
in another part of his book, he says something 
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like this: Yes; these gods are 
there; honor them, but keep 
away from them. 

Teachings like this have left 
an indelible effect upon the de- 
velopment of Chinese culture 
throughout these twenty or more 
centuries since his time. In 
other words, the effect of such 
teaching was gradually to cause 
the consciousness, the quest of 
the Chinese people for God, 
gradually to taper off, until, 
when you come down to the 
present time, we find it rather 
difficult to find the words in our 
language to describe the attri- 
butes of God. 

In other words, our culture 
has developed, not on the plane 
of life of man with God, but on the plane of 
life of man with man. That is why people say 
Chinese culture is humanistic in its main 
trends. 

Well, the trouble with that plane of life is 
this, that, when you make a people live on their 
own level as man to man, you have taken away 
from the people the power ever to rise above 
that level. You have condemned the people 
gradually to losing vision in life, to losing 
creative capacity in life. It may take centuries 
to find it out; but any people that leave God 
out of their life will find it out sooner or 
later. 

Now, it is into such a situation that you bring 
God in Christ; and, as the knowledge bursts 
over some of us for the first time, we realize 
here is God, who is not distant, but who can 
come so closely to us in Christ that we perhaps 
can say, with some of the sages and prophets of 
old, that we can walk with him. Here we have 
God with whose spirit our spirit can come into 
fellowship and communion. God who was dis- 
tant has come near; God, whom we were told 
was the unknowable, has become known to us 
in Christ. And when you call a people who has 
swung away to the humanistic trend, once more 
to come into contact with the living spirit of the 
Lord of the universe, you have given some- 
thing back to that people that is bound to revo- 
lutionize life in that part of the world. 
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That is the first great contribution that your 
missionaries and other agencies have brought 
into life in China. 

The second great contribution I would like 
to mention for you, as I see it myself, is that 
Chinese life is one that is lived on a very high 
ethical plane. You see, we were taught to live 
rightly man with man; and because we are 
taught to live rightly man with man, our culture 
has not produced much that could be described 
as theology, that is, the science of God. But 
our culture has produced some very fine things 
in the way of ethics; and, I think, the Chinese 
people as a whole owes to this fact its continu- 
ity. Our people have lived through many in- 
vasions; we have weathered many political 
storms; we have maintained our integrity as a 
living people down to the present day. Why? 
Not because we had armies; not because we 
had great power in absorbing other people; but 
because essentially the whole background of 
Chinese life is based on ethical conceptions. 

But, unfortunately, living by ethical codes, 
high as it is, has its penalty also. It is a life 
that can get very, very dry. When you live 
merely by the ethical code, you either become 
cynical or you become a hypocrite. That is 
what happened to the Pharisees, you know. 
They tried to live by rules and regulations, and 
you know how Christ described them. Now, 
people whose life is pitched on that plane alone 
sooner or later find themselves in that condi- 
tion. When Christianity comes into this pic- 
ture of ethical rules and regulations, something 
new comes in. Perhaps, my easiest way to 
give you the contrast is to give you a little 
illustration. Our Eastern minds prefer to 
think concretely,—in pictures rather than in 
abstract words. You can think of a little boy 
going to school. When a boy gets into school, 
he has to know all the rules and regulations of 
the school, so that he can pass through without 
infringing on too many of them. Suppose, 
while he was learning these rules and regula- 
tions, at the same time this schoolboy comes 
unconsciously under the personal influence of 
one of the great masters on the staff of that 
school. It is still the same boy, the same school ; 
but it is no longer the same life, so far as that 
boy is concerned. In that life you still have 
the rules and regulations; but there also has 
come into that life a personal influence. The 
rules and regulations of the school are dry 
bones; they have no transforming power in the 
life of that boy; but the influence of that great 
personality on the staff of the school, once it 
touches that boy’s life, unconsciously begins to 
work changes. 

What Christianity has brought to China in 
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the person and spirit of Christ perhaps you can 
think of as the personal influence of this man 
in the life of that boy. We still have to know 
our rules and regulations as far as ethics are 
concerned; although I am a Christian these 
many years, yet the whole background of ethics 
still is there. But, on top of that, now I am 
not merely adhering to a code; I have sur- 
rendered to a personality. I have given myself 
not only to something that is dead, but to some- 
thing that is living today. 

The third point I want to put before you, is 
the fact that, in the social background of China, 
for instance, we as individuals in China receive 
very little consideration in the old social sys- 
tem, because we are mere units of a family 
clan, sometimes composed of many, many peo- 
ple. Our interests as individuals are not im- 
portant. We must all serve the interests of the 
clan. That is why sometimes you hear people 
say life is cheap in the East. Not that we think 
of taking life. Killing a man is repugnant to 
us; life is not cheap in that sense; but it is 
cheap in the sense that your individual life 
counts for very little, except as a part of a 
larger clan. Of course, in that kind of atmos- 
phere we grow up; and we do not have a very 
high, exalted idea of our own worth and value 
as an individual. 

That is a little bit of the background again. 
Now think of the Christian message coming 
into that background. You begin to see an- 
other very great contribution, because here 
comes Christ to give us the wonderful news you 
describe as the glad tidings. In what way is it 
glad tidings to us? Well, in the way that he 
comes and tells us how we, insignificant cogs 
in this family system in China, are also the chil- 
dren of God,—precious in the sight of God, 
our Father. God,—our Father? We,—pre- 
cious in his sight? What an idea! What ti- 
dings! Indeed, when we realize the full sig- 
nificance of this “good news,” something comes 
into our life which has almost an explosive 
force. 

You have heard people criticize the mission- 
aries; especially some of your business men 
say the missionaries that you send out to my 
country are at the bottom of all the revolutions 
and troubles of China. Well, the business men, 
of course, mean that as an unfavorable criti- 
cism, to discredit missions. Yet, I wonder if 
they realize that there is a kernel of truth in 
what they say. When you bring to China this 
message of Christ as our elder brother standing 
before God, and that we are as precious to God 
as Christ is precious to him, you have implanted 
in the heart of some of us a new sense of dig- 
nity as individuals, and a fresh longing to do 
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something with ourselves. That is what I 
meant when I said that it puts something into 
our life that has explosive force. I think it is 
not mere accident, that so many new currents 
of life in the far East today can be traced di- 
rectly to men and women who have come to 
know Christ,—men and women whose idea of 
their own manhood has received a fresh vision 
of its possibilities as we see it in Christ him- 
self 

My last point, when I think of the contribu- 
tions of the Christian church, is the fact that, 
in the Christian religion seen from the Chinese 
angle, you see a distinct challenge and call to 
rise from our present plane of life to a higher 
plane of life. What do I mean by that? Again 
let me give you in a word or two a little bit 
of our social background, which will explain 
the point I have in mind. 

When you think of life in my country at the 
present time, how is it expressed? Take the 
social and ethical systems of China. What is 
the prevailing tone of the ethical life in China 
today? Well, I think one sentence uttered by 
Confucius many, many years ago expresses it 
very well; and that sentence is this (speaking 
in Chinese): Return with justice those who hate 
you. In other words, meet your enemy, or deal 
with your enemy, justly. Otherwise, how are 
you going to deal with the friends? It is a per- 
fectly logical, reasonable attitude of mind, and 
I think you will see in it the old order described 
by Jesus—an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. 
Meet your enemy with justice. 

Now, in that background again Christ comes 
with a message,—if you love only those who 
love you, what, after all, is that? You have to 
love your enemy,—even your enemy! It isn’t 
enough that we meet an enemy with justice, 
we must meet our enemy with love. What does 
that mean ?—Meet our enemy with love, Don’t 
you see what I mean when I say that? If we 
face these things honestly and squarely, don’t 
we feel in our heart that we are being pulled 
and pulled and pulled, to rise from the mere 
plane of an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth; 
from the mere idea of dealing justly with each 
other, to the plane of dealing also lovingly with 
each other—even with our enemies? And what 
a tremendous implication is in that challenge I 
have had reason to know these last few months. 
I live in the city of Peiping, which was the ob- 
jective of the Japanese armies invading North 
China last year. Now, there is the enemy right 
at my doors. The call of the nation is, “Kill 
them,—hate them,—because they are your ene- 
mies.” The call of Christ, in those days, was, 
“Love your enemy!” There is nothing theo- 
retical about the situation. The enemy is right 
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at my doors to be loved; and here is the Mas- 
ter’s command, “Love your enemy!’ How are 
you going to bring the two together? 

And yet, that is just what Christianity bids 
us to do: to rise from this plane of mere justice, 
and move a step ahead and deal with each other 
also in love. Tremendous are the implications 
of that for us in our modern life today. 

Now, the glory of the Bible to me is, that it 
contains the record of a life which has enabled 
me to see the things which I have been say- 
ing to you this last hour. I know people hold 
many theories about the Bible, its origin, its in- 
spiration, verbal and otherwise, and so on. But 
all these questions pale into insignificance when 
one realizes the preeminent wonder that here, 
in the Bible, is recorded the revelation of God 
himself. This Biblical scholar is interested as 
to how this record has come about, and rightly 
so. But, to the man struggling with life, the 
fact that the record is there is enough. If you 
go through our Chinese literature for the last 
two thousand years, you will find in it here and 
there intimations of God, vague descriptions of 
God, yearnings after God. We can almost par- 
allel some of our literature with the Old Testa- 
ment literature, included in the Bible, until the 
time of Christ. We have nothing to parallel 
the Gospels after that. In the Bible we have a 
revelation of God himself; and because the 
Bible is the record of that revelation of God in 
Christ, it can never be replaced by any other 
book. 

And so today, when I travel, no matter where 
I go, I always have two very intimate compan- 
ions with me. One is a little pocket Testament, 
so worn now that it is falling to pieces.* While 
I do not know very much about the work of 
the Society from first-hand, yet, as far as the 
value of the Bible to myself is concerned, I can 
speak from personal knowledge indeed. 

I hope, through these few words, you have 
caught something of the enthralling attraction 
which Christ and God in him have for some of 
us who see him for the first time. In Christ, 
we see a bit of the glory of God himself, which 
we only find vaguely intimated in some of our 
own literature. In that sense the words of 
Christ, “I come not to destroy, but to fulfill,” 
is so true of what is happening in China. He 
hasn’t destroyed any of the values that we have 
known in the past; but he has lifted them up, 
sanctified them, and made them mean more to 
us than before we knew him. 


* At the conclusion of this address, Dr. Mott stated 
that the second “intimate companion” of the speaker 
was his bamboo flute, and upon request Dr. Koo played 


several Chinese folk songs, to the great delight of the 
listeners. 
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‘Prayers and Charities’”” Were Asked For 


At the China anniversary dinner in New York City, Secretary North read from the original 

letter written, on November 7, 1831, to the Secretary of the American Bible Society, from Canton, 

China, by the Rev. E. C. Bridgman, a missionary of the American Board (Congregational), 

requesting the Society's assistance in making the Scriptures available for distribution throughout 

China. This letter from the first American missionary to China is so very interesting, that it is 
published herewith almost in its entirety. 


Canton, Cuina, November 7, 1831. 


EVEREND anp Dear Sir—It was deeply 
affecting to the Holy Prophet, when car- 
ried out in the spirit of the Lord, and set 
down in the midst of the valley, to behold all 
around him, one vast wide spreading desolation ; 
his. kindred, 
his friends, 
his nation, 
“The whole 
house of Is- 
rael’” silent in 
death. The 
gloom of that 
scene was 
heightened by 
the unnatural 
fieht that 
gleamed in 
every direc- 
tion, through 
the open val- 
leys, from the 
dry bones of 
the exceeding 
great multi- 
tude of the 
slain. Give 
that scene all 
the force of 
the present 
reality; let no 
living breath 
Rome e arid 
throughout all 
the dwellings 
of the land; in every city, and village, let 
not one living soul remain; and such a scene is 
only, in faint miniature, what actually sur- 
rounds us here. Pen cannot adequately de- 
scribe, nor human heart conceive the desola- 
tions. They extend far and wide; and here, 
as at a centre point, all their forms combine, 
making the “darkness visible.’ Hundreds of 
generations, in long succession, have sunk 
down, and even while we now write, the mil- 
lions of the present generation, are going down, 
“alive into the pit.” 
Such desolations, Dear Sir, cannot be sur- 
veyed or contemplated without deep and pain- 
ful emotion. Could they be presented to the 
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Dr. Bridgman’s letter has been 
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“IMPELLED AND ENCOURAGED TO ASK” 


eye of those who have the spirit of the Lord 
Jesus, sure they would wring the heart, and fill 
the soul with amazing anxiety. Placed by the 
providence of God, and by the direction of his 
people, in the midst of such a scene, silence on 
our part would be treason. In view of the plain 
commands of 
the Lord from 
heavens, in 
view of our 
relations to 
the churches 
of Christ, to 
the millions 
of perishing 
souls around 
us, and the 
eternal retri- 
butions of 
judgment to 
come, we dare 
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may cost us 
our lives, but 
the Gospel 
a West | sts 
preached; the 
Bible must be 
distributed. 
Our Almighty 
Father, who 
spared not his only Son the Lord Jesus, who 
himself died for us, bids us publish the ever- 
lasting Gospel. 

Under such circumstances, we beg, Rev. and 
Dear Sir, to call your attention to the wants of 
this people, and to all those who are able to re- 
ceive and read the word of God in the Chinese 
language. 

On account of their numerous population, 
and the very limited efforts already made to 
give them the Holy Scriptures, the Chinese 
seem to have peculiar claims. There is, proba- 
bly, no one language on earth, in which the 
Bible were it universally distributed, could be 
read by so many millions, as in the Chinese lan- 
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preserved in excellent condition, 
paragraphs show. 
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guage. The extent of the field is worthy of 
notice. Those, especially, who have resolved, 


and are now endeavoring, “to scatter the seed 
of the word into all the destitute regions of the 
earth,’ and whose design will not be accom- 
plished, till the Bible is found in “every dwell- 
ing,” will, we doubt not, be anxious to know, as 
definitely as possible, the full magnitude of the 
work to be accomplished. 

Take, then, a survey of this field; from 
Canton pass up through Formosa, Loochoo, 
Japan, and to Corea; thence pass westward 
along the Russian Frontiers, for more than 
2,000 miles, to the center of Asia; from thence, 
in a southeastern direction, travel through 
Tibet, Siam, Penang, Malacca, across the equa- 
tor, on to Java; and by a circuitous route, in- 
cluding the numerous islands of the Indian 
Archipelago, return to the place of your depar- 
ture; and you will have included, in the vast 
area, a large proportion, perhaps one third part 
of the human family. Though there are many 
different languages and dialects within these 
limits, yet, throughout the whole, the Bible, if 
possessed in the Chinese language, can be read. 
This, however, cannot be the case until many, 
many millions of copies have been printed and 
widely circulated. To accomplish this, and the 
work calls for haste, a great amount of means 
must be put in requisition. Probably no one 
enterprise of equal extent and importance, can 
ever engage the attention of the American, or 
any other, Bible Society. 

Very little has been done for China. It is a 
most lamentable fact, one which ought to put 
all Christendom to deep humiliation, that so 
many centuries should pass before the word of 
the living God was translated into the language 
of so large a portion of the human race. It 
was not, so far as we can ascertain, until 1819, 
that an entire version of the Bible into Chinese 
was completed. * * * 

There is another fact that gives the Chinese 
a strong claim to the attention of your Society. 
They are a reading people. In this respect they 
are, probably, superior to any pagan nation of 
ancient or modern times. * * * Give the Chinese 
the Bible, and at once, a very large proportion of 
the population can read it. Thousands are now 
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accessible, and would willingly receive the bread 
of Life. There are, indeed, many considerations 
to urge onward the missionary ; but in spite of 
all he can do, the Bible will find its way into 
the interior of the empire, before him. * * * 

We know full well, dear sir, and it grieves 
our hearts, that there still exists such a dread- 
ful apathy in regard to China. Only a few 
years ago Christians, as if to exculpate them- 
selves, and cast the blame of their own negli- 
gence on the Almighty, and on the blessed Sav- 
iour, who bade them go and preach his gospel, 
gravely undertook to discuss the question, 
whether the Bible could be translated into the 
Chinese language? A wicked pretext! Those 
who have entered this mission, know the dif- 
ficulties of the language: they know, too, that 
they can be overcome, and the Sword of the 
Spirit made as sharp in this, as in any other 
tongue. 

But we are not in despair, though we thus 
write. Many may fall in the conflict, but com- 
plete success and triumph are sure. Changes, 
that have caused joy in heaven, have already 
taken place. Twenty years ago, a single indi- 
vidual, alone, was just beginning to demon- 
strate that the Holy Scriptures could be pub- 
lished in China, by the Chinese themselves. 
Since that time, notwithstanding the obstacles 
that impeded the course, and they have been 
neither few nor small, two complete editions of 
the whole Bible, three editions of the New 
‘Testament, and four of the Psalms; 7m “all: 


probably equal to twelve or fifteen thousand 
entire copies, have been printed and widely cir-_ 


culated ; 
missionary, there are now five stations, and 
eight missionaries. 

In this view of the subject, with such an ex- 
tent of territory, such a numerous and reading 
population, and such success having been 
gained, we feel ourselves alike impelled and 
encouraged to ask for the interposition of the 
American Bible Society. We ask for their 
prayers and their charities. Our voice is, in- 
deed, distant and feeble; but the cry of these 
millions, like the slain in Ezekiel’s vision, 
reaches up to heaven. 
on earth; and what answer shall be given? 

Praying the great Lord of the harvest to give 
wisdom, and all temporal and spiritual bless- 
ings, according to the greatness of His mercy, 
and the necessities of his creatures, I remain, 
in behalf of Dr. Morrison and others, members 
of the Christian Union in China, and with 
Christian salutations to all those who are in the 
fellowship of the gospel, 

Your fellow servant in the Lord, 
EL1yaAH C. BripGMANn. 
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Many Christian people forget that a 
will is an instrument through which they 
can support and perpetuate the cherished 
interests of life long after death has sum- 
moned the spirit back to God who gave it. 


The American Bible Society would re- 
mind its many friends of its important and 
unchanging work. Money bequeathed to 
the American Bible Society makes the 
Bible, without note or comment, widely 
available in many lands and many lan- 
guages. 
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naccuracy in the wording of wills results not only in delay in settling 
if estates, but sometimes completely defeats the purpose of the donor. 


For the convenience of our friends who desire to include the American 
Bible Society in their wills, the correct and proper form of bequest is 
printed herewith: 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed in New York 
inthe year eighteen hundred and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of 


In case it is desired to give real estate, the above form can be made to read: 


I give and devise to the American Bible Society, formed in New York in 
the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the following property, to wit: 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House . . . . . Astor Place . . . . . New York City 


